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and the Catholic rite. History and geography are, on the whole,
restricted to Italy and the countries towards which the local
population is accustomed to emigrate; the economic and ad-
ministrative structure of these latter countries must be known
by the children. For the rest, they must learn a little about the
Italian constitution, the political and administrative organization,
the system of Courts of Justice, and the elements of citizenship;
some natural science, and arithmetic and geometry. The teach-
ing of drawing must be given with a view to its application to
crafts, and not only, as in the lower forms, left mainly to the free
imagination of the pupils. All through the five forms, training
in writing in Italian must not follow the old pattern of short
essays on given themes; the pupils must write according to their
own experience and keep a sort of diary of their life. Needle-
work is compulsory for girls.
The indications given in the concise syllabus for the entrance
examination to the secondary schools complete in some details
those for the elementary schools themselves, and show that, as
regards the standard of knowledge required of the children, there
is not such a great difference from what was required before 1923.
It is, however, recommended that the examiners should pay
attention to the candidate's level of understanding and to his
facility and clarity of expression rather than to the amount of
knowledge his memory is capable of mastering. For the Italian
language, the candidate must be able to write correctly from
dictation (which should be fairly quick), ten lines of a modern
author comprehensible to children; to read with good pronuncia-
tion a passage of prose or an easy poem; to give an account of
something he has previously read; to translate into Italian a
passage from his own dialect, or to do some exercise implying a
good knowledge of the main rules of Italian grammar. In
mathematics, he must be able to make calculations showing
knowledge of the main operations, fractions and their conversion
into decimal numbers, the decimal metric system, rules for the
area and volume of regular solids, the pyramid, prism, cone,
sphere, and cylinder. A conversation of fifteen minutes with the
examiner is the test of the candidate's general culture: for this
he has to know the most important physical phenomena in con-
nexion with the life and needs of men, he must have some clear
geographical knowledge, especially of his province and of the
world-lines of communication; the civic institutions (family,
State, commune); he must know about the most important
figures in history (especially of the Italian Risergimento), in art,
in religion, and in politics. Moreover, he must be able to copy an
ornamental drawing which the teacher draws at the same time